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1. What is Patent? (1/2)
Part 1: Patent and Search Report

http://www.ipagent.com.hk/

• The method of how a product or 
technology works

• Patent Rights including
 Production
 Sales
 Import and export
 Display

Reference: http://www.wipo.int/patents/en/

http://www.wipo.int/patents/en/


1. What is Patent? (2/2)
Part 1: Patent and Search Report

http://www.ipagent.com.hk/

*Prior art = Everything made available to the public by means of a written or oral description, by use, or in any other way before the filing date (priority date). 
(From WIPO)

For Industrial applicability (工業應用性),

• See if your product or technology can be quantified, 
replicated, and standardized

• There are types of invention cannot be registered:
 Intellection (智力活動)
 Personal technical skills 

e.g. The way to cook a dish, How a doctor does 
a diagnosis, etc.

 Business methods
e.g. Franchising, etc.

For Novelty (新穎性) & Inventiveness (創造性),

• The proposed invention should not be identical to 
other previously registered patents.

• The examiner will conduct a prior art search
 Comparing the invention with other similar prior 

art
 Providing evaluation on the similarity  between 

the patent you want to apply for and the prior 
art

 To decide whether to grant the patent right

Three properties:

1. Novelty (新穎性)
2. Inventiveness (創造性)
3. Industrial applicability (工業應用性)



2. Invention Details – Explain your Invention
Part 1: Patent and Search Report

• Fill in patent details form (ENG/中) or send us information that can explain the following:

1. Summary of the invention
a) What does the invention do?
b) How does the invention function?

2. Description of the preferred embodiment
a) The construction
b) The principles involved
c) Methodology

3. Drawings with brief description

4. Prior art
a) Explain why the present invention is technically and/or functionally different from the listed prior art. 

http://www.ipagent.com.hk/



2. Invention Details – Preliminary Patent Search (Free)
Part 1: Patent and Search Report

• Based on the information that you sent us, we will conduct a preliminary patent search based on our 
experience.

• From the result of the preliminary patent search, we would suggest the registrability of your proposed 
patent.
(The chance of getting a positive result for novelty and inventiveness in the official search)

• The comment in the preliminary patent search is provided by our experience in patent application and 
prosecution. No information should be regarded as legal opinion. Our company is not liable to any loss or 
damage in relation to any use of the comments.

http://www.ipagent.com.hk/



2. Invention Details – Patent Document (專利文件)
Part 1: Patent and Search Report

http://www.ipagent.com.hk/

• Written by a Qualified Patent Attorney 

• Express what your invention does, how your product or technology works, the novelty & inventiveness part

• Contains 
• Specifications(說明書)

 Technical field (技術領域)
 Background (背景技術)
 Summary (發明內容)
 Brief description of the drawings (附圖說明)
 Detailed description of embodiments (詳細說明) 
 An abstract (摘要)

• The claims (權利要求書) 
(For determining the scope of protection of your patent & for judging whether others have infringed.)
 The claims (權利要求) 
 The drawings (附圖)



3. Official Search Report (1/2)
Part 1: Patent and Search Report

• Conducted by China Patent Office (国家知识产权局). 

• Duration: Drafting (2 weeks) + Search Result (2 months)

• The Official Search report contains:

http://www.ipagent.com.hk/

 Type descriptions of related prior art
 X: A document affects novelty or inventiveness,

directly conflicts or quite similar
 Y: Combining all the Y documents in this report

affect inventiveness 
 A: Background technical documents 

(does not affect)
 The database(s) used for the search

 Prior art that the examiner considers to be similar



3. Official Search Report (2/2)
Part 1: Patent and Search Report

 Search Conclusion
 Whether meets the requirement of novelty (新穎性) & inventiveness (創造性)

Positive result Mixed Result Negative Result

http://www.ipagent.com.hk/

Positive Result: If all claims meets the requirement, you will successfully apply for PAG
Mixed Result: If certain claims meets the requirement, you may still successfully apply for PAG

Negative Result: If the claims do not involve either novelty 
or inventiveness, 

you will not be able to apply for PAG



4. Patent Application Grant (PAG) (1/2)
Part 1: Patent and Search Report

• What is Patent Application Grant (PAG)?

• A funding scheme 
 To assist local companies and individuals to apply for patents of their own inventions
 Run by the Innovation and Technology Commission (ITC)
 Administered by Hong Kong Productivity Council (HKPC)

• Maximum funding support: HK$250,000 or 90% of the sum of the total direct costs of patent application 
(including the cost for patent search-cum-technical assessment), whichever is the lower.

• Individual applicant/company applicant to bear the remaining balance required for the patent application(s).

• Approval non-transferrable and valid for 3 years 
from the date of approval of the application.

Reference: https://www.itc.gov.hk/en/fund_app/patent_app_grant.html
https://www.itf.gov.hk/en/funding-programmes/fostering-culture/pag/index.html http://www.ipagent.com.hk/

https://www.itc.gov.hk/en/fund_app/patent_app_grant.html
https://www.itf.gov.hk/en/funding-programmes/fostering-culture/pag/index.html


4. Patent Application Grant (PAG) (2/2)
Part 1: Patent and Search Report

• Eligibility

• For all local companies, HK permanent residents or HK residents permitted to remain in HK
for not less than seven years who have never owned any patents before will be eligible. 

Individual Applicant Company Applicant
• The individual applicant must be the sole 

inventor and have never owned any patents 
before. 

• However, you may have several inventors, but the 
individual applicant must be one of the inventors 
and have never owned any patents before.

• The inventor(s) of the invention shall be a 
directly related party/parties to the applicant 
company, 
e.g. owner, shareholder, director, or staff.

Reference: https://www.itc.gov.hk/en/fund_app/patent_app_grant.html http://www.ipagent.com.hk/

• Pass the official search report
 At least one claim meets the requirement of novelty (新穎性) & inventiveness (創造性).

• With technology elements and susceptible of industrial application
 Decided by ITC.

https://www.itc.gov.hk/en/fund_app/patent_app_grant.html


Part 2: PAG Flow

02 Assessment Stage

03 Approval

04 After Approval 

01 Application Stage

http://www.ipagent.com.hk/



1. Application Stage – PAG e-platform
Part 2: PAG Flow

• Please register an account and log in the PAG application e-platform: https://apply.pag.hkpc.org/.

• Please follow the instruction video from HKPC to fill in the application form: 
https://apply.pag.hkpc.org/training/PAG_eplatform_V3.mp4

• The application form should be uploaded in word file. 

• Since HKPC will ask the applicant to sign the declaration 
(P.5-8)  during the face-to-face interview in later assessment 
stage, so no signature is required on the application form at 
the moment.

• If the application is filled by us, we will be the contact person 
of the PAG case.

http://www.ipagent.com.hk/

https://apply.pag.hkpc.org/
https://apply.pag.hkpc.org/training/PAG_eplatform_V3.mp4


1. Application Stage – Supporting Documents

http://www.ipagent.com.hk/

Part 2: PAG Flow

• Please prepare the following information for applying the PAG:

Individual Applicant Company Applicant
1. HKID card copy of the applicant

2. Address Proof of the applicant 
(Mailing address in HK)

3. Other inventor(s) information
a) Name in English & Chinese
b) Phone no.
c) Email address

1. Inventor(s) information
a) Name in English & Chinese
b) Position
c) Phone no.
d) Email address
e) Employment document 

(showing the direct relationship with the applicant company)

2. Company Name

3. Brief description of business and its relevancy to the invention

4. Valid Business Registration Certificate (BR)

5. Certificate of Incorporation (CI)

6. Incorporation Form (Form NNC1) or
latest Annual Return (Form NAR1) of the applicant company

7. Address proof (Address in BR)

* You may also upload the patent document & official search report



• HKPC will email to the contact person 
and ask the applicant to provide the 
documents/items in order to complete 
the necessary procedures in this stage.

About the Applicant

About the Application Form

About the Invention

2. Assessment Stage – ITC Questions (1/5)
Part 2: PAG Flow

http://www.ipagent.com.hk/



About the Applicant Form

Chinese & English name of the company 
and inventors should be filled

Fill in all blanks in the application form

The name of the invention in the 
application form should be the same as 
the official search report

2. Assessment Stage – ITC Questions (2/5)
Part 2: PAG Flow

http://www.ipagent.com.hk/



About the Applicant & Invention

NAR1

Provide employment contract or 
other documents of inventor, 
for showing the direct relationship 
with the applicant company.

Test Reports

Organizational chart

2. Assessment Stage – ITC Questions (3/5)
Part 2: PAG Flow

http://www.ipagent.com.hk/



About the Invention

Brief explanation on the technology 
involved & how the invention works

Provide technical specification

Advise if the invention would 
comply with safety regulation 
(e.g. electronics, personal info, 
drugs)

Provide diagram & algorithm

2. Assessment Stage – ITC Questions (4/5)
Part 2: PAG Flow

http://www.ipagent.com.hk/



About the Applicant Form About the Applicant About the Invention
• Fill up all the blanks in the 

application form
• NAR1/NNC1 with receipt & 

organizational chart of the mother 
companies

• Provide Lab test report, diagram,
algorithm

• The title of the invention in the 
application form and the search 
report should be the same.

• Employment contract or other 
documents of inventor 
(For showing the direct relationship 
with the applicant company.)

• Brief explanation on the technology 
involved & how the invention works

• Chinese name of the company 
and inventors

• Technical specification of subject 
invention

• Safety regulation 
(electronics, drugs, personal info, etc.)

2. Assessment Stage – ITC Questions (5/5)
Part 2: PAG Flow

http://www.ipagent.com.hk/

Brief Summary



Proposed Schedule

2. Assessment Stage – Face-to-Face Interview (1/2)
Part 2: PAG Flow

• HKPC will schedule a face-to-face meeting for inventor(s) of the PAG application, 
 For verifying the identity of the inventor(s)
 For further understanding the invention

http://www.ipagent.com.hk/

Ask applicant to provide availability

All inventors should attend the interview.



2. Assessment Stage – Face-to-Face Interview (2/2)
Part 2: PAG Flow

http://www.ipagent.com.hk/

• Please bring along the following items to attend the interview:

1. HKID card

2. Prototype/demonstration

3. TWO sets original copies of the signed application form
(Please print and sign (with company chop*) on the final version of the application form.) 
*For applicant company

4. Original search report
(If the original search report is in our office, we will send the original copy to HKPC directly by SF.

• After the interview, HKPC will send an email to the applicant for confirming the agent.

Ask applicant to confirm agent



3. Approval (1/2)
Part 2: PAG Flow

http://www.ipagent.com.hk/

HKPC Approval Letter

ITC Approval Letter

Lapse Date

ITC approved
Approval Date



3. Approval (2/2)
Part 2: PAG Flow

HKPC Approval Letter ITC Approval Letter
Inform the applicant that…

• The PAG application has been approved.

• If there is any direct cost incurred for the assessment.

Inform the applicant that…

• ITC has approved the PAG application.

• At most $250,000 or 90% of the sum of the total cost 
of the patent application.
(including the cost incurred for the assessment)

• The applicant are obliged to pay the remaining 10% 
of the total costs

• The approval date and lapse date

Approval Letter

http://www.ipagent.com.hk/



4. After Approval (1/9)
Part 2: PAG Flow

http://www.ipagent.com.hk/

1. HKPC to applicant: Which jurisdiction

• HKPC will ask the applicant to advise:
i. Which jurisdiction that the applicant would like to submit the patent application;
ii. Which type of patent application, Invention or Utility;
iii. If claiming priority is needed.



4. After Approval (2/9)
Part 2: PAG Flow

http://www.ipagent.com.hk/

2. HKIPA to applicant: Quotation

• We will send the quotation to client for 
confirmation.

PAG balance (Max.): 
HK$250,000/0.9 = HK$ 277,777.80 

Filing Stage (Max.): 
HK$180,000/0.9 = HK$ 200,000

Post-Filing stage (Max.): 
HK$70,000/0.9 = HK$ 77,777.80



4. After Approval (3/9)
Part 2: PAG Flow

http://www.ipagent.com.hk/

3. HKIPA to HKPC: Quotation

• We will inform HKPC which jurisdiction that the applicant would like to submit the patent application and 
send the quotation(s) to HKPC.



4. After Approval (4/9)
Part 2: PAG Flow

http://www.ipagent.com.hk/

C01 letter:
• Confirm agent
• Confirm jurisdiction
• Calculation of PAG balance
• Applicant’s own contribution of 10%

Every Reply slip:
• Signature should be the same with 

the application form
• Sign with company chop if the 

applicant is a company

4. HKPC to applicant: C01 letter & appendix

• HKPC will send C01 letter and appendix to applicant.



4. After Approval (5/9)
Part 2: PAG Flow

http://www.ipagent.com.hk/

5. HKPC to HKIPA: Confirm taking over

• After HKPC has confirmed the payment, they will send us a confirmation letter (A02) to confirm taking 
over the captioned PAG case.



4. After Approval (6/9)
Part 2: PAG Flow

http://www.ipagent.com.hk/

6. HKPC to applicant: Quotation letter

• After we confirmed taking over, HKPC will send quotation letter to the applicant.
• Applicant will sign & chop the reply slip in the quotation letter (Confirm quotations)



4. After Approval (7/9)
Part 2: PAG Flow

http://www.ipagent.com.hk/

7. HKPC to HKIPA: Instruction letter & Purchase Order (PO)

• After HKPC received the signed reply slip, they will issue instruction letter & PO to us.



4. After Approval (8/9)
Part 2: PAG Flow

http://www.ipagent.com.hk/

8. HKIPA to HKPC: Report

• Once we received the PO, we will start submitting the patent application(s).
• Then, we will send the invoice(s) to HKPC.



4. After Approval (9/9)
Part 2: PAG Flow

http://www.ipagent.com.hk/

1. HKPC to applicant: Which jurisdiction 

2. HKIPA to applicant: Quotation

3. HKIPA to HKPC: Quotation

4. HKPC to applicant: C01 letter & appendix

5. HKPC to HKIPA: Confirm taking over

6. HKPC to applicant: Quotation letter

7. HKPC to HKIPA: Instruction letter & Purchase Order (PO)

8. HKIPA to HKPC: Report



Introduction Videos

http://www.ipagent.com.hk/

• Our company has specially produced a set of videos to introduce the Hong Kong Patent 
Application Grant (PAG)

香港專利資助計劃介紹 Part 1 香港專利資助計劃介紹 Part 2

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lb1e2V1f0EU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vj7vKVECM4Q&t=11s


Unit 230, 2/F, Building 12W, No. 12, Science Park West 
Avenue, Phase Three, Hong Kong Science Park, Pak Shek
Kok, New Territories, Hong Kong

35635180

35651001

www.ipagent.com.hk 

info@ipagent.com.hk
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